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Hispanic Heritage Month may have started in 1968, but pride in
a rich history of theatre, art, and culture has always been a
defining factor of the Latinx community. 

September 15th - October 15th was chosen to observe and
commemorate Hispanic Heritage Month due to its significance
as the anniversary of independence for Latin American
countries such as Mexico, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Chile.  

Hispanic Heritage Month is not only a time to highlight Hispanic
culture, but a great time to highlight the cultural contributions
Latinx people have made to theatre, especially Texas theatre.

There are many Latinx theatres and initiatives in Texas
including Cara Mia, El Zocalo (at the Alley), Gente de Teatro,
Teatro Vivo, and many more. There are many ways that you
can celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month in the theatre
classroom including: 

Reading and analyzing Latinx plays
Highlighting Latinx theatre artists
Exploring Latinx theatre history
Take your troupe to see a Latinx theatre production
Use your troupe's platform to advocate for Latinx stories

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

For more information on Hispanic Heritage Month  
www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov

By: Baxter Chaney - Texas Thespians Advocacy Liaison Chair



Hispanic 
Heritage 
Month Plays

Lydia
By: Octavio Solis
Set in the 1970s on the Texas border with Mexico, Lydia explores the
dynamics between the Flores family and the lead, Lydia, an undocumented
maid. Lydia is originally hired to care for the Flores’ disabled daughter,
who was in a devastating car crash on the eve of her quinceañera. An
immediate connection between Lydia and the daughter leads to a
shocking journey of discovery.

Real Women Have Curves
By: Josefina Lopez
Real Women Have Curves follows five Latina women – Ana, Estela, Carmen,
Pancha, and Rosali – through their lives in east Los Angeles. The group works
together at a sewing factory and discusses dodging immigration agents.      
A compelling look at gender politics, the Latina immigrant experience, and
the shifting of perspectives through generations, Real Women Have Curves
mixes nuanced social commentary with enjoyable comedy and drama.

Marisol
By: José Rivera
Following the titular Marisol Perez, a young Latino woman living in New York,
Marisol showcases her life as a copy editor in Manhattan. Although she’s
climbed the ladder of success, she still lives in the Bronx neighborhood where
she was raised. The play begins with a close call for Marisol, who is nearly
attacked near her home. Afterward, she’s visited by her guardian angel, who
tells her that things on Earth are about to change. Marisol’s life then begins to
shift drastically for the worse, sending her and a variety of other displaced
New Yorkers into a war to save New York – and the world at large.
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Since 1967, American deaf theatre artists have had a place in
the professional theatre space thanks to The National
Theatre for the Deaf. Since the inception of NTD, deaf
theatre artists have continued to branch off and thrive
across the United States.

There are many Deaf theatres and initiatives in Texas including
North Texas Performing Arts Deaf Theatre, Deaf Austin
Theatre, and the Tony Award-winning Deaf West Theatre. 

Read and analyze deaf plays

Highlight deaf theatre artists

Explore deaf theatre history

Donate to deaf theatres and theatre training programs. 

Advocate to your local theatres for equitable and

accessible theatre showings (as needed). 

Take your troupe to a show at a deaf theatre near you!

Here are some ways that you can celebrate Deaf Awareness
Month in the  classroom :

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

CJ Jones
 Deaf Actor

Stephanie Nogueras
 Deaf Actress

Michelle Banks
Deaf Producer, 

Director, & Actor

Chella Man 
Deaf Actor

Annie Weigand
Deaf Lighting Designer

Troy Kotsur
Deaf Actor & Director

DEAF
AWARENESS
MONTH
September is dedicated to not only diving into the history of
deaf theatre, but also some of the common benefits of
exposure to deaf theatre in the classroom.

For more information on the National Theatre for the Deaf
www.NTD.org

By: Baxter Chaney - Texas Thespians Advocacy Liaison Chair



Deaf
Awareness 
Month Plays

Tr ibes 
by: Nina Raine
A play about a family with a deaf member named Billy. When Billy meets a
woman with deaf parents who is going deaf herself, he finds his own
identity and this leads to conflicts with his hearing relatives. Issues covered
by this play in addition to deaf identity issues include lipreading skills and
family relations. 

Children of a Lesser God  
by: Mark Howard Medoff
Classic play about Sarah, a deaf maintenance worker in a deaf school, and
the speech therapist who falls in love with her. This play showcases the
conflicts between deaf and hearing people against the backdrop of a
romantic relationship.

Sweet Nothing In My Ear  
by Stephen Sachs
Dan and Laura are an attractive young couple happily married for nine
years. He is hearing; she is deaf. Dan speaks and uses sign language to
communicate with Laura and their 6-year-old deaf son, Adam. His family's
deafness has never been an issue for Dan—until a doctor says that Adam
should have a cochlear implant—a tiny computer device that would be
surgically inserted into his skull to enable the child to hear.

Vignettes of the Deaf Character and Other Plays 
 by: Willy Conley
Various plays explore different aspects of theater, presenting the deaf
view in multiple styles that challenge the reader/audience to think about
deaf issues against the backdrop of experimental theater.

https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/2466581093
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1319882093
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1319882093
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1319882093
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1319882093
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1319882093
https://sfpl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1319882093


State Thespian Officer
Applications are now open! 

 www.texasthespians.org 

S T A T E  T H E S P I A N
O F F I C E R S

The STO's role is to plan, host, and
manage Texas Thespians State

Festivals, Troupe Days, and
 Junior Regional Festivals. 

Texas Thespians is proud to provide
leadership opportunities to the best

and brightest across the state
through STO training. 

Any Freshman, Sophomore or
Junior who is an inducted Thespian

and has good standing with their
troupe may run for office.

Applicants must be prepared to work
hard for their fellow Texas Thespians.

One student per school may apply.



 Technical Theatre
Tip of the Month

Name of the production
Venue/location of production
Dates of production
Director
Designers (if known)
Your position/title in the production 

          (if not listed as a designer)

As you begin the school year, it’s also time to focus on
building your technical theatre portfolio. 

What is a portfolio? It is a means of presenting your
work in a visual way. Simply put, it means taking pictures of
EVERYTHING. The most important part of your portfolio is
not the finished product, it's the process. The more of your
process you can show the better off you are gonna be.

Pro Tip: You can take photos with your phone but
remember to keep your photos, samples, and paperwork
organized in folders throughout the entire process of              
the production. 

The best way to showcase your work is through a website.
There are many free options that allow you to create your
own such as Google Sites, Weebly, and Wix.                   
Explore your options! 

If you want to include multiple art forms, be sure to section
your website into those categories so that prospective
employers or colleges can see what they want. 

Organize your productions in order from most recent to
oldest. You want your most recent work front and center. 

Credits to include for every production/project:

Portfolio Building 

Wide-angle pictures that showcase the whole project
Detail work on pieces
Progress photos of pieces being worked on
Clear, professional-looking production photos               
(final dress/preview is a great time for this)

Photos  for every production:

Pro Tip: Get in the habit of documenting your productions
on a spreadsheet with the credited information. You will
need this information later for developing your resumes
and having it in one spot will save you lots of time.

Show yourself as an artist. That may be through
drafting, renderings, and resumes — but it might also be
through photography, painting, drawing, sketching,
doodling, and simple communication of your passion for
the art form.

Showcase the work you did 
Details on the process of making it
Describe what is being shown

Include a description of your photos. 

By: Mel Edwards & Timothy Doyle



I know… sometimes parents can be embarrassing and social media
in the hands of a proud mom is a teenager’s worst nightmare.  
However, when it comes to advocating for the future of fine arts
education, we all need to “brag” more and look for opportunities to
spread these stories to decision-makers and the next generation of
arts parents.

As theater arts students, you know how important these classes
are to building the necessary soft skills not taught in other classes.
Unfortunately, not all decision-makers know about these benefits,
and they are faced with more and more difficult budget cuts every
year.  Plus, not all elementary parents know to ask and fight for
these classes unless they experienced it themselves.  

We as arts advocates have been traditionally bad about “preaching
to the choir only after you joined the choir” and that’s too late.  We
all need to look for opportunities to share our experiences and tell
our stories to everyone, especially those outside of our fine arts
bubbles and parents of children before they are faced with those
overwhelming 5th-grade choice sheets.

First, share your achievements and experiences with your
parents. Talk with them about what you love about theater and
why. Let them share this with others. 
Educate yourself and your parents on the benefits of fine arts
education and how it contributes to cognitive, emotional, and
social development. Learn about your district’s policies
regarding funding classes and extracurricular programs. 
Encourage your parents to engage in local and statewide
advocacy by following and subscribing to Parents for Arts
Education at www.parentsforartseducation.org

How can you build your advocacy toolkit within your family?
1.

2.

3.

Share your achievements and experiences with your friends
and classmates. 
Invite your teachers and administrators to performances
and share with them your love of theater. Support and
coordinate with other fine arts students on your campus. 
Support their performances and other events as well. For
example, if you show your support for athletics then
hopefully, they also will want to support you. 
Encourage your parents not only to join the theater booster
club but the school PTA too. There they can build
relationships with other parents, teachers, and
administrators and share their experiences as a fine arts
parent. 

How can you help with advocacy in your school?
1.

2.

3.

4.

Encourage your parents to share your experience with all
who will listen. Parent-to-parent communication is so
helpful as we all navigate the school system. One example is
the Texas PTA’s “Arts in Education” meeting through their
Connect program. Parents for Arts Education is
encouraging current HS fine arts booster parents to reach
out to elementary PTAs to come talk at this meeting.
Contact Parents for Arts Education for more information. 
Look for opportunities to volunteer in your feeder
elementary schools. You all need service hours and many
elementary music and art teachers would welcome help.
Invite school board members, community leaders, and
representatives to your performances. Look for
opportunities to recognize your program’s successes at
their meetings.

How can you help with advocacy in your community?
1.

2.

3.

Remember that advocating for fine arts education is long-term
and takes persistence. Continue to share your love and passion
for theater always. Additionally, encouraging your parents to
share what participating in theater did for you is a vital
component to ensuring fine arts education remains a vital
component to future student’s educational experience. 

Let your parents brag…
it’s good for advocacy!
Trina Martin
Founder, Parents for Arts Education
www.parentsforartseducation.org

Trina Martin has been involved in fine arts education advocacy for over 30 years
in the music products industry. As the mother of two dance/theater students, she

has seen firsthand the benefits of strong fine arts education at every level and
the power of a strong group of parents with a common cause. 

http://www.parentsforartseducation.org/


TRICK OR
TREAT

SO KIDS CAN
EAT

What is TOTS Eat? 
Trick or Treat so Kids Can Eat, or TOTS Eat, is the annual initiative from the International
Thespian Society to collect food from those in need. Every year, over 300 troupes
participate in this community service, in doing so they have racked up more than 4 million
pounds in donations since 2003! These donations usually come in near Halloween and are
given to local charities.

What is the history of TOTS Eat?
 Linda Webb, a Kansas chapter director, launched a food drive in 2003 that became the
national program TOTS Eat. Kansas Thespian troupes collected food on Halloween for local
charities. Because the program was so successful, it caught the attention of the EdTA and
became nationally incarnated in 2004. Ms. Webb was inducted into the Kansas Hall of Fame
for this and other achievements in 2005.

How can your troupe participate in TOTS Eat? 
One way to participate is by splitting students into teams of 4; those teams would then
collect as many canned food items as possible, and whichever team gets the highest
amount of canned food items wins! 

Specify a time on your campus to take donations from other students or staff.
Go around neighborhoods and post flyers to alert others to your food drive; detail
where to drop off donations.
Utilize your troupe’s social media to spread the word!
Dress up in your Halloween costumes, and instead of asking for candy, ask for some
canned food for your local charities instead!

Here are some ways to collect donations:

STO Blane Wheeless
 Troupe 3376



Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) is excited to share
resources and opportunities for you, your staff, and your
students. TCA is a state agency that supports a diverse and
innovative arts community in Texas by providing resources to
enhance arts education, economic development, cultural
tourism, and artist sustainability initiatives.

TCA's programs for schools and students include:

Poetry Out Loud: Poetry Out Loud is a national program that
encourages high school students to explore and recite poetry
through a competitive platform. 

Texas Young Masters: TCA and the Texas Cultural Trust provide
$5,000 educational grants for two years for 8th -11th grade
students to support arts training for the rising stars of Texas.

Performance Support: This non-competitive TCA grant
program provides a portion of the professional artist fees to
Texas nonprofits, schools, colleges, and units of government for
hiring an artist from the Texas Touring Roster to do a
performance, lead a workshop/clinic, etc. with quarterly
deadlines. 

For more information on TCA and its programs, 
please visit www.arts.texas.gov

https://arts813-my.sharepoint.com/personal/matrex_arts_state_tx_us/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fmatrex_arts_state_tx_us%2FDocuments%2FPOL+Poster+23.pdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fmatrex_arts_state_tx_us%2FDocuments&ga=1
https://www.arts.texas.gov/initiatives/young-masters/
https://www.arts.texas.gov/ow/tcagrant/TXArtsPlan/CC6.htm
https://www.arts.texas.gov/artroster/roster/


 Behind the Curtain
Theatre Administrators - Texas Thespians State Festival 2023 

Texas Thespians contests and events align with Theatre TEKS 
Students receive feedback on performances from theatrical professionals
Students participate in interactive, hands-on activities
Students can participate in leadership workshops and activities
Students can participate in a multitude of theatrical workshops and activities to improve their craft
Students can participate in Troupe Activity workshops and learn how to help manage their Thespian Troupe
Students can learn how to use their voice in arts advocacy efforts
Students have opportunities for peer-to-peer feedback
Students have the opportunity to apply for Texas Thespians scholarships
Students have the opportunity to audition for college scholarships
Students have the opportunity to network with colleges and college reps
Students have the opportunity to audition and interview for future careers with industry professionals
Prepares students for college and beyond
Teachers can participate in professional development opportunities
Teachers and students can view performances to learn more about their theatrical craft

Learn more about Texas Thespians' events and opportunities 
Learn how to manage a theatrical space
Learn theatrical curriculum and standards
Learn how to support your theatre teachers and students
Learn more about the UIL OAP process and contest
Learn more about the Texas Thespians Premiere Communities program
Learn more about the Texas Theatre Scholars Program
And much more!

Fine Arts Directors,

Registration is open for the Texas Thespians State Festival 2023!

Why send students to the Texas Thespians State Festival?

Why should you and your campus administrator attend the Texas Thespians Admin Day? 

As an educational honor society, we are dedicated to honoring excellence in theatre by encouraging and
improving the skills of theatre students and their educators throughout the state of Texas.

We look forward to seeing you at the Texas Thespians State Festival 2023!

Jenae Glanton & Phillip Taylor
Texas Thespians Advocacy Network



I'm a Teacher, what's your superpower?

Educator Conference 
Texas Thespians

Hilton Dallas Rockwall Lakefront
Rockwall, Texas

January 11 - 13, 2024 

Do you have a hands-on, interactive workshop geared
toward K-12 educators? Yes?!  Then we need you to
present at the 2024 Educator Conference! 
Teach three (3) workshops in exchange for registration! 













What shows are you producing this year? 

What are you most excited for this year?

What are some of your troupe activities?

Dinner Theatre - Murder’s in the Heir - Oct 19., 20, 21 

first-ever Musical in 12 years!
Thespian Festival Grapevine 

Going to the workshops at the state festival

partner with our culinary arts for dinner theatre
assist with middle school one-act play

holiday tree decorating contest with Irving Arts Center
Back to school backpack drive 

Musical - Captain Bree and her lady Pirates
UIL OAP & theatrical Design 

Triple A Cabaret - Production Class
Public Relations:
Alex Stringer 

Treasurer: 
Sigyn Nwankwo 

Historian: 
Bryant Newsome 

Secretary: 
Brooke Jarmon 

Vice president: 
Gabriel Esqueda 

President: 
Ash Guzman  **

Jack E. Singley Academy 
Troupe - 8606

Troupe Officers 

Socials:

** ash guzman serves as a
state Thespian Officer

@academytheatre2

@Singleyacademytheatre



Troupe officers

Leadership Chair: 
Torin Steil  

Social Media:
Rylie Wilson 

Outreach chair:
Lucy Watkins  

Community Service chair:
Liz Lackey 

Archives chair: 
Cathryn Highlander 
 
Auditorium Manager:
Carter Siddoway 
 
Fundraising chair: 
Maggie Ballou  

Historian/Publicly chair: 
Eleanor Bond  

Decatur High School 
Troupe - 6099

What shows are you producing this year? 

Socials:

@thespiansofdecatur

Legally Blonde Jr. - October 26, 28, 29 
Thespian Festival - Grapevine

One-Act Play 

What are you most excited for this year?

Always do more than we did in the year before
increasing levels of competitions 

Middle School workshops
New York - Spring break trip 

What are some of your troupe activities?

Boo Bags - candy collection for students in need 
 Seasonal Socials - Upcoming Events & Workshops 

Halloween Social - Baking competition 
 Costume contest - Spooky story times 

@decaturtheatrearts

sites.google.com/view/decaturhstheatre/home

http://site.google.com/view/decaturhstheatre/home


Vice President: 
Aayden Washington
  
Party Planner: 
Arnulfo Juarez 
 
President: 
Jacob Hammett 
 
Tresurer: 
Bobby Syblik 
  
Social Media and Outreach: 
Analyssa Martinez
  
Secretary: 
Megan Rose Gibb

Historian: 
Nox Sears 

Dr. John Horn High School 
Troupe - 6292

Troupe Officers 

What shows are you producing this year? 

What are you most excited for this year?

What are some of your troupe activities?

Trap - Sept 13, 15, 16 
Decedent's the Musical - January 

Dracula The Death of Nosferatu - One-Act 
Improv - Haunted House - Oct 26 - 28, 30 -31

Senior Directs in the Spring 

The Musical - Nostalgia & Whole Fine Arts events
Grapevine State Festival 

All-Star Troupe 
applying for mainstage with Trap 

T.O.T.S. in the Fall 
In & Out Fundraiser 

Scenes on Halloween Safety 
Elementary tour 

Socials:
 @hornjagstheatre6292

@HornJagsTheatre

www.jagtheatre.org

http://www.jagtheatre.org/


President: 
Anna Tabor-Martin 
 
Vice President/Sec:
Meagan McMillin ** 
 
11th / 12th grade clerk: 
Anna Gonzalez 
 
Historian & Social media:
Ava Martin-Sanchez 
 
9th/10th grade clerk:
Oliver Cepeda 
 
Production Liaison: 
Gavin Sessom
 
Special Events: 
George Ledingham  

Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts 
Troupe - 6391

Troupe Officers 
What shows are you producing this year? 

What are you most excited for this year?

What are some of your troupe activities?

Sister Act the musical 
A Midsummer Nights Dream 
Musical Theater Cabaret 

State Festival Grapevine 
Thespian Scavenger hunt  
Brunch and Board Games 

Holiday Party 

Shows at Thespian Festival
Competitions &  Eating together as a troupe 

New and like-minded people and trying new things 
Connecting with other troupes 

Ducks!!!!!

Socials:

@fwafathespians

**Megan McMillin serves as a texas  
thespians Student Ambassador 

 Honk Jr. 
Elementary Cabaret 

The Wolves 

Banquet  
 Senior prophecies 

Duck Day
 TIOS month



Troupe officers

President: 
Gia Lilly  

Treasurer: 
Devin Vazquez
  
Secretary: 
Nina Le 
 
social Media and
Publicity Chair: 
Marcel Cao 
 
Clerk Historian: 
Emelia Casteel
  
Vice President: 
Abbigail Haro  

Pasadena Memorial High School 
Troupe - 6922

What shows are you producing this year? 

Socials:

@mavericktheatre6922

Servant of Two Masters - September
Newsies - Jan 27 - Feb 4 

UIL OAP - Tartuffe 
Roxie Awards - Theatre Award

What are you most excited for this year?

New Renovation of the Theatre - First in 20 years 
Watching Shows &  Thespys at the Festival 
Getting to work with the next generation
a theatre community that is very inviting 

What are some of your troupe activities?

Monthly Socials to grow our program
Honor Troupe activities

Trick or Treat with Elementary 
Library Performances 

@pasadenafinearts 

 banquet 
Theatre Arts showcase 

State Festival - Grapevine 

@Mavericktheatre



SHARE
YOUR
STOR
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